[A 13-week subacute oral toxicity study of pectin digests in rats].
A 13-week subacute oral toxicity study of pectin digests was performed in both sexes of F344 rats. Water containing 0, 0.15, 0.5, 1.5 or 5% pectin digests was fed to 10 males and 10 females per group to detect its toxicity. No animals died during the administration period. Body weight gain was suppressed in male of the 5% group compared with the 0% group. Serum biochemistry analysis revealed a significant increase in BUN in male group treated with 5% and increases in CRN in male group treated with 1.5% or more. The weight of liver was significantly increased in female groups treated with 1.5% or more. Histopathologically, no treatment-related damage was observed in any dosed groups. Based on these results, the NOEL of pectin digests for both sexes in F344 rats was considered to be 0.5% in drinking water (male 545, female 657 mg/kg/day).